
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Ashcroft Technology Academy is a highly successful Academy situated in 
Putney in south-west London developing still further the successes of its 
predecessor school, ADT City Technology College. As a CTC it originally 
opened in 1991 at a cost of over £13 million pounds, provided by central 
government and business sponsors, the principal founder sponsor being 
Michael Ashcroft of the then ADT Group. The new Academy continues to 
be sponsored by Lord Ashcroft, KCMG. Building on the highly successful 
tradition and reputation of ADT College, Ashcroft Technology Academy, 
with a further £16 million pounds of new buildings and refurbishment, offers 
new and wider opportunities to achieve the highest possible standards of 
learning for our student. 
 
The aim of Ashcroft Technology Academy is to provide a high quality 
education for young people across the full range of ability, meeting the 
requirements of the National Curriculum with an added focus on 
Technology and Information Technology, as well as a vocational emphasis 
across the curriculum generally. 
 
The Academy is currently more than seven times oversubscribed for  
applications in Year 7 with over 1500 applications for the 210 places 
available this coming September.  
 
It is a very strong feature of the philosophy of Ashcroft Technology 
Academy to focus on and encourage positive values and attitudes in our 
students because we believe that they are a necessary prerequisite for 
successful learning. Ashcroft Technology Academy has successfully 
introduced its own system of positive behaviour management which has 
been underpinned by an extensive system of Pastoral Care. A key element 
is the way that the Academyôs electronic mail facility has been integrated 
into the system to ensure that effective communication between staff is a 
positive feature of support for all students. Market research amongst 
parents of children seeking places shows that the reputation that Academy 
students have in the community for good discipline and behaviour is one of 
the most important reasons for them making an application. 
 
Ashcroft Technology Academy operates a five term year which is also 
accommodating the Easter break and broadly fits in with the traditional 3 
term model, although the school year is a week longer than in most 
maintained schools. Morning registration is from 8.30am and normally the 
day goes on until 3.15pm in the evening for KS3 students and 4.30pm in 
the evening for KS4 and Post 16 students. However, on Mondays and 
Fridays lessons finish at 3.15pm for all years to allow time on Mondays for 
clubs and activities as well as meetings. This means that the ñtaught timeò 
each week is 25 hours (KS3) and 28.5 hours (KS4) which allows time for 
the full National Curriculum as well as the additional vocational emphasis. 
However, staff teach no more than 36 periods per week giving the 
equivalent of one full day of non-contact time each week and ensures that 
their time in front of a class is in line with the maintained sector.
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The Academy Conversion and associated works has provided the release 
of £16 million to upgrade and develop the facilities at the Academy and its 
separate sports ground.  Just under £1 million was provided by the sponsor 
Lord Ashcroft, KCMG; £12 million was provided by the Government for the 
Academy conversion and a further £1 million from Wandsworth LEA  and 
other sources while he has been able to accrue other funds in recent years 
to fund reburbishment of its auditorium, to build a new sixth form centre 
and to enhance its restaurant facilities. 
 
The Academy programme itself provided for new changing facilities and an 
all-weather pitch at our remote sports ground, refurbishment of the PE 
facilities and other areas of the Academy as well as a new block containing 
SEN facilities, Performing Arts and additional Technology and media 
facilities.  The new building also hosts a small (16 place) ASD Resource 
Base funded by Wandsworth LEA at a cost of approximately £850k.  To 
complete the picutre there is also a new administration block and main 
entrance. 
 
The Education Brief for the Academy provides an innovative curriculum 
focussed on progression by achievement and with many opportunities for 
personalised learning.  Most students will complete Key Stage 3 in two 
years, and will then follow a Key Stage 4 course of either 2 or 3 years.  As 
at present, the curriculum will have a strong vocational element.   
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Ashcroft Technology Academy is ideally located less than a 10 minute 
walk away from East Putney Tube station on the District line and 15 
minutes from Putney Mainline BR station. Alternatively, Clapham Junction 
station is about 3 miles away and is serviced by good bus routes to 
Putney.  The main A3 London to Portsmouth Road is about 1 mile from the 
Academy and provides direct access to the M3 and M25. With its very 
distinctive contemporary green glass exterior the Academy has become a 
local landmark for both architectural and educational excellence in the 
neighbourhood.  
 
As well as the educational advantages of being close to central London, 
the Academy is also surrounded by vast areas of open spaces including 
Roehampton Golf Course, Putney Heath, Richmond Park and Wimbledon 
Common.  
 
Famous for the óBoat Raceô, Putney enjoys its position on the River 
Thames where the towpath remains a popular rambling route for locals. 
The world famous Wimbledon Lawn Tennis complex is also nearby.  
 
With well-established and reliable public transport links throughout the 
area, travel to central London and the West End takes about 20 minutes.  
 
Cafes, restaurants and shops abound in Putney and in nearby Wimbledon 
Village and Wimbledon town, while the large suburban shopping centres of 
Kingston and Richmond provide opportunities to shop in the larger national 
department stores.  
 

 

 

 

 

location  

The Windmill on Wimbledon Common 

The famous boat race 

Wimbledon Village 
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The Academy priority is to provide for all its students a stimulating, 
technologically-rich education with a business ethos. In recognition of its 
high quality provision to students and the community, the Academy 
has been awarded the prestigious Charter Mark, Investors in People and 
Sportsmark Awards. 
 
Its student population comes from many ethnic backgrounds with a 
considerable proportion where English is not their first language. The 
Academy seeks to include students from across the full ability range who 
would benefit from its distinctive style of education at all Key Stages. It is 
this truly multi-cultural and inclusive educational environment which the 
Academy prides itself on and from which both students and staff benefit. 
 
The balance of academic and vocational curriculum provision further 
enhances the Academyôs mission and this is enhanced with a range of 
enrichment opportunities for students such as after-school subject clubs on 
Mondays to support curriculum assignments, sports teams, the Duke of 
Edinburghôs Award Scheme, debating society, music and art groups to 
name just a few. 
 
All students are both aware of and familiar with the Academy Code of 
Conduct which forms the core of personal behaviour for everyone at the 
Academy. Membership of one of three óHousesô enables students to 
participate in a range of activities both with their peers and other year 
groups to develop a sense of team spirit, mutual support and collegial 
responsibility. Students learn in an environment in which they are 
encouraged to respect one anotherôs differences, develop a sense of self-
confidence and reflect upon what they do and its impact on others. 
 
Ashcroft Academy places a strong emphasis on developing Academy 
culture and values based on the conviction that if the values and attitudes 
are constructive, then positive learning and teaching will be effective. 
 
The Pastoral Support System (PSP) and the role of the Academyôs 
Learning Mentors, together with outstanding Special Educational Needs 
(SEN) support and provision are central to the support systems. The well 
developed and resourced Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) 
Programme together with careers support and guidance and dedicated 
Student Progress Managers underpin the Academyôs commitment to the 
care and support of our students. 
 
Students feel safe at the Academy and safeguarding their well-being and 
that of the staff is a key priority. Staff and the Academyôs Executive Board 
are fully trained in safeguarding meausre twith comprehensive poplicies 
and procedures underpinning this. This important area has a high focus in 
terms of staff recruitment where all staff are required to undertake a nuber 
of background checks.  

the students  
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A key responsibility and requirement of all Specialist schools is to provide 
the Community with access to the resources and expertise available within 
the Academy. With the growth in the number of specialist schools, 
experience gained in this area will prove to be an asset. 
 
The Academy has run a lively Community Programme for a number of 
years reaching out to our Primary Partner Schools, Parents, local Senior 
Citizens and the Business Community. The Academy has also been 
successful in attracting funding from the Department for Children, Schools 
and Families (DfCSF) to support the Community Programme. 
 
A variety of activities are offered to pupils from our Primary Partner 
schools including: Information & Communication Technology (ICT) 
masterclasses, Literacy and Numeracy activity days, Video Conferencing 
links to support Science and Technology education, and a range of 
competitions during Science Week. We also lend these schools specialist 
equipment such as Interactive Whiteboard technology and Science Data 
Logging kits. 
 
Other popular community activities include ICT courses for parents and 
Christmas Hampers run by our Work Related students for elderly residents 
of a local sheltered home. We also have a close relationship with the 
nearby Royal Hospital for Neuro-disability and hold a biennial Fun Run to 
help raise funds for the hospital and its patients. 
 
The Academy has previously provided short evening courses in 
collaboration with the Further Education sector and continues to offer a 
diverse lettings programme.

the comm unity  


